PRESS RELEASE
The Central Africa

Employers Union (UNIPACE) met by videoconference

Thursday, May 14th, 2020, from 11 am, under the chairmanship

on

of Mr. Celestin

TAWAMBA, President of GICAM, President in office of UNIPACE.
The following
President

took

of the

part

in the works of this session: Mr. Laurence

Central

Africa

Interprofessional

Grouping

NASSIF

(GICA),

vice-

president of UNIPACE, Mr. Alain BA OUMAR, President of the Confederation

of

Employers

of

of

UNICONGO,

Gabon
Mr.

Confederation
represented

(CPG),

Mr.

DOUDOUA

of

Employers

Alphonse

BICHARA,
of

by Brahim Mahamat

Chad

MISSENGUI, President

President

of

(CNPT), unable

to

DOUGRI, board member.

this work, the Senior Specialist in Employers' Activities

the

National

attend,

was

Also took part in

in the ILO Office

for

Central Africa.
The meeting
economic

provided

an opportunity

to take

stock

of the

health

and

situations of the COVID-19 crisis in the sub-region. At the economic

level, the restrictive
most economic

negative

impact

on

sectors.

It also enabled
Organisations

measures have had a significant

to raise the strong concerns
about

of Central

the future of our economies,

African

Employers

and the strong threat to

employment.
UNIPACE notes that the effects

of this crisis on the economies

region will be even more devastating,

as the current crisis occurs following

crises which have led the sub-region to set up a program
financial adjustment

with the IMF, the implementation

each country is not facilitated

by the weak integration

Having regards to the above,

UNIPACE:

Notes that

the economic

challenging

issue and

management

governance
poses

of the sub-

a

of economic

of which at the level of
of the economies.

of the sub-region

serious

and

problem

as

remains a
regards

the

of the crisis;

Notes the ineffectiveness

and inadequacy

of the emergency

measures

taken by the CEMAC States;
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measures the considerable negative impact that the crisiswill have on
the States' budgets due to the heavy dependence of the economies
on oil, the prices of which have fallen considerably;
Appeals to technical and financial partners, as well as to funders, to
grant exceptional support to governments and to companies;
Invites all the bosses and entrepreneurs of the sub-region to a united
approach for the implementation and development of a circular
economy in the CEMAC area.
UNIPACEmembers noted the urgency for the CEMAC authorities to work
together with employers' organizations, through direct dialogue, to prepare
effective measures to support the economies, in the face of the economic
shock due to the COVID-19 crisis, and to truly begin the process of subregional integration.
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